
THE PROCLAMATION                                                               FEBRUARY 2010 

 
 

“Let truth be the prejudice.” 
                   - W. Eugene Smith 

 
 OPINION 
- Repeat After Me 
- The Truth About Obama 
- Talking Heads 
- Bling at Wilbur Cross 
- High School Grinds My 
   Gears 
- America’s Back 
 
 NEWS 
- Wilbur Cross Suspends 
  Hundreds 
- Tragedy Brings out Generosity  
  Towards Haiti 
- Apple Presents New...iPad 
- Interesting Tech News 
- School Reform   

 

 FEATURES 
- Youth Rights Media 
- So What Do You Want? 
- Culinary Arts 
- Lunch with  
  Josephine Esposito 
- “And Why Are You Late?” 
- Final Term 
- Coronation Ball 
- Angelica Soto, La Quinceañera
  
 

 ARTS 
- Where’s My Rent? 
- “New Moon” Review 
- “2012”  
- Woodstock 
 

 ADVICE, ETC. 
- MissUnderstood 
- Gesture of the Issue 
- Promoting Anorexia? 

 
 SPORTS 
- Experience of a Journalist 
- Adjusting to Change 
- Lebron or Kobe? 
 

 EXTRAS 

 
 

Wilbur Cross High School 
Issue #2, February 2010 



THE PROCLAMATION                       2                          FEBRUARY 2010 

 
 

The Proclamation 

The Proclamation is Wilbur Cross High School’s student newspaper. 
It is dedicated to bring you news, features, arts, sports, editorials, and 
more. Opinions and viewpoint stated in The Proclamation are not 
necessarily the opinions or viewpoints of the Proclamation or its edi-
tors (except for unsigned lead editorials), the faculty advisor, Wilbur 
Cross High School, or the New Haven School District. The Procla-
mation is an open forum publication, and its mission and policy is to 
encourage student expression. Viewpoints, including that oppose 
those appearing in The Proclamation, are welcomed. Students may 
submit articles and letters to the editor, the publication of which is 
subject to approval by the faculty advisor and editors. All articles and 
letters selected for publication are subject to being edited for length, 
clarity, and appropriate language.  
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The Truth About Obama 
BY ALLAN VISOCHEK  

 

 

I ask not that you agree with what I 

have to say but that you, the reader, take this 

with an open mind and think carefully about 

what I have to say, as I do believe that this 

shows quite a bit of insight into the way things 

are. I ask those who believe in Obama and 

think he holds the key to the salvation of 

America to look beyond the speeches, and 

read this with a practical, unbiased point of 

view.   

 As the years pass and Obama appears 

on the news more and more, his shine begins 

to wear off. It is becoming more and more 

apparent, and harder to deny, that Obama is a 

white man. Just look at his ancestry. His 

mother is 100% white, and we know nothing 

of his supposedly black father. A black guy 

who disappears before his son knows anything 

about him, and then 45 years later we are left 

with a black president? I think not.   

 His past is far too murky to just as-

sume that he is a naturally born black man. 

What makes far more sense is that Obama 

changed his skin color and his name as part of 

an agenda that he has been following all 

along. He knew that America, desperate to 

change its politics, would elect a black man 

for president. He made everyone think that he 

was different; that he was the first black presi-

dent. But he has a white agenda that he will 

continue to pursue in secrecy.  

 Why hasn’t Obama achieved any-

thing yet? Where’s our health care bill and 

when are the troops coming home from Iraq? 

Pretty soon we will realize that Obama is not 

the person we think he is, and he will slowly 

and deceitfully continue to promote the white 

supremacy that we started with. Just watch, he 

will put those tax cuts right back in place and 

continue to put off health care reform. He is 

worse than Bush. He continues his elitist leg-

acy hiding behind the speeches and schemes 

with his rich white colleagues behind the cam-

eras. We have all been fooled, but it may soon 

be too late. Don’t let yourself fall into the trap. 

Obama, just like his 43 predecessors, is white. 
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That was how conservative 

commentator Rush Limbaugh de-

cided to not-so-subtly voice his dis-

agreement with a caller earlier this 

month. The caller, a woman from 

Kentucky, had taken issue with 

quotes made days earlier by Lim-

baugh regarding the earthquake in 

Haiti.  (The most absurd quote be-

ing, ―We've already donated to 

Haiti. It's called the U.S. income 

tax.‖ Limbaugh essentially discour-

aged Americans from donating 

money to the devastated nation.) 

―You have tampons in your ears. 

Nothing is getting through other 

than the biased crap you read,‖ he 

replied to the caller, who was pretty 

vocal about her opinions about him. 

Coming from Limbaugh, this state-

ment reeks of hypocrisy.  

 But this is not a rant about 

Rush Limbaugh, nor is it a rant 

about Glenn Beck, Pat Robertson, 

Bill O’Reilly, or any other conserva-

tive commentator. Because while I 

do find them objectionable, enough 

has been written and said about all 

of them. The last thing they need is 

more exposure, higher television 

ratings, and more hits on their web-

sites.   

 However, it’s not just 

them. Full disclosure: my political 

views lean pretty far left. I’m not 

trying to pretend to be writing from 

an unbiased perspective, because 

that would be dishonest. If you were 

to compare my political views to 

those of Keith Olbermann and 

Glenn Beck, you would see that I 

find Olbermann far more agreeable. 

But I have no more respect for him 

and his fellow left-leaning MSNBC 

host Rachel Maddow than for any of 

the talking heads on Fox News; I 

turned off Olbermann’s show after 

hearing him call a recent decision by 

the Supreme Court ―worse than the 

Dred Scott case.‖ The decision in 

question got rid of limits on cam-

paign spending by corporations 

(Whether or not it was right is another 

issue.). But there is no way it can even 

be compared to the Dred Scott case, in 

which the Court barred African-

Americans from being considered 

American citizens (including those 

who were not slaves). Olbermann said 

it so it would grab attention, and it did, 

but that’s all it is: a distraction from 

the real issue. Since you’re a high 

school student, I’ll make the assump-

tion that you’ve seen, or at least have 

heard of, a show called Jersey Shore 

(if you haven’t, you aren’t missing 

much). You’ve probably seen The 

Situation hiding his insecurity behind 

layers of machismo. You can probably 

recall Ronnie getting into fights, and, 

well… for lack of a better word, the 

train wreck that is Snooki. As sad as 

the show is, and as much as it destroys 

television, people find it captivating.

 And when you think about it, 

Keith Olbermann telling Rush Lim-

baugh and Pat Robertson to go to hell 

and Limbaugh telling a caller she has 

tampons in her ears isn’t all that dif-

ferent (Can’t you imagine The Situa-

tion saying something similar?). You 

(hopefully) realize that you’re watch-

ing crap, but you can’t turn away. It’s 

entertaining. As a result, the 

―political‖ aspects of these commenta-

tors blur into entertainment. If a few 

things had gone differently in 2008, 

Sarah Palin could be a presidential 

heart attack away from leading the 

country through one of its most diffi-

cult stretches in recent history. Instead 

she resumed her job as governor of 

Alaska for a few months, only to re-

sign later and become a ―news‖ com-

mentator for Fox News – joining the 

likes of Beck and O’Reilly – blurring 

the line between politics and entertain-

ment. And there’s much talk about her 

eyeing a presidential run in 2012, 

which would blur the line even more. 

That’s a truly scary prospect. 

Talking Heads 
BY JOHN BRANCH 
 

“You have tampons in your ears.” 
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 Bling at Wilbur Cross   

BY MALCOLM HEAD  

  
Flaunting seems to be the new, trendy thing to do at Wilbur Cross High 

School. It seems as if everybody just wants to show how much money 

they have or who they are friends with. Trying to understand this phe-

nomenon is a waste of time, because you will more than likely get an-

swers like the ones I got: ―I do it because I can‖ or ―Cus’ I got it like 

that!‖ The arrogance of these lent, borrowed, or even fake jewels is un-

believable. It’s not even like people are subtly doing it; they want every-

one to know and see their wealth or, rather, appearance of wealth.   

 I asked my sisters why they did it when they went to Cross, 

why they chose this way to show off their money, and why they found it 

necessary. The answers I got were, ―Because it makes me look fly,‖ and 

―Because it feels good to be the center of attention.‖ One of my other 

sisters chose a different form of bling to show off with. She had one of 

every pair of Jordans that ever 

came out. Sometimes she even 

bought second and third pairs in 

different colors. That, all to-

gether, is worth about $3,000 to 

$4,000. I asked her why she 

didn’t buy something more 

practical with her money, and 

she said, ―Because the shoe 

game is vicious, and I have to 

stay on top of the rest.‖ Show-

ing off is not just about showing 

your wealth anymore, it’s also 

about proving that you’re better 

than everybody else. It’s ex-

tremely shallow, pointless and a 

huge waste of money. There is 

always someone out there trying 

to one up you, and the ―bling‖ 

you just bought is constantly 

decreasing in value. You may gain some gloating privileges, but you 

come off as an ass who wastes tons of money to prove a point that does-

n’t even matter in the real world. So why doesn’t everybody just stop 

showing off and use that money to help with something good, like do-

nating to Haiti? Feed some families, help a struggling person get on his 

or her feet. Do something productive, you show-offs.  

 

High School Grinds My Gears  
BY JONATHAN RIVADENEIRA  

Every day, I wake up and find myself asking what is wrong with this 

school. As I was writing this article for the school newspaper in my first 

period class, I couldn’t help but wonder, do we let anyone read the 

morning announcements? And isn’t it the principal’s job to do the morn-

ing announcements? I just don’t understand high school any more. I 

thought high school was a step closer to college. I look around and hear 

the silly conversations that the students have, and I feel like I’m still in 

middle school again. And it’s not just the freshmen. There are juniors 

and seniors that are still walking the halls, saying immature things.   

 The rules this school enforces are unnecessary. I can under-

stand banning electronics during class, but the rules with hats are very 

immature. I have yet to understand why we cannot wear our hats in the 

building? Phones and MP3s shouldn’t be used in class; that’s under-

standable. But hats don’t bother anyone. What bothers me is the fact that 

they are taken from us, and if we don’t hand them over, we are sus-

pended for the day or for however many days the administration de-

cides. I just don’t get it! There’s no reasonable answer to this. Another 

problem is favoritism and popularity. Students get away with things just 

because they score the most goals or run the most touchdowns. It’s 

something else that I have yet to grab a hold of. I don’t know, maybe 

it’s just me; maybe I’m just blind. Maybe four years of the same in this 

school is just getting boring. I want something new, something better. I 

want a place where things make sense. I want high school no more! 

  

 

America’s Back, B****es!  
BY EDGAR PLIASKIS 

For years Toyota was the undefeatable leader in the car industry. Every-

one knew that, but clearly not everyone liked that. Two words, ladies 

and gentlemen, General Motors.  

 All of a sudden, Toyota got into a big trouble as the quality of 

their most recent cars is going down the drain. A major recall because of 

the floor mats, gas pedals, and most recently, brakes which are rather 

weak and useless in today’s traffic. Toyota screwed up, but there has to 

be something behind this.  

 I feel as if GM waited for this moment to arrive. The Japanese 

were simply stealing the food of the plate which belonged to Americans 

since the early 60s. This could not continue any longer. This is America, 

and it likes to play games, as long as it wins. The only way to win is to 

cheat.   

 With the economy failing, someone-and for the sake of being 

politically correct here, I am not going to point fingers, decided to aid 

GM and buy it. From that time GM was known as Government Motors.  

 Of course, just because GM was bought, that does not mean 

that it had absolutely no competition-after all Toyota was still present. 

As of today though, Toyota sales are down 15% and GM are up 25% 

and counting. This leaves us only one thing to believe: someone at GM 

is sabotaging Toyota. There is no other way to explain this big Toyota 

screw up. GM could only do this by secretly messing Toyota up. Who 

knows, maybe thousands of GM employees, mechanics or maybe spies 

were sent to destroy Toyota from the inside. Someone HAD to drag files 

into the wrong folders. Today, Toyota is down $7.7 Billion and is not 

producing 8 of the most recent models. Toyota has nothing less than an 

entire media world which is spitting negative publicity into its face.  

 America is back! American car makers are back! Everyone is 

happy! World at peace!  
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NEWS 

 

 JANUARY 13, 2010 — Over 150 

students have been given three day suspen-

sions, totaling more than a year’s worth of days 

of classes missed. The punished students were 

not suspended for rioting, bullying, or cheating 

on tests – all of which are listed in the student 

code of conduct agreement as level 3 offenses – 

but for wearing hats, being in the hallways, and 

using iPods and cell phones. This recent crack-

down has affected students from every grade, 

course level, and social group.  

 The student reaction to this no-

exception policy has largely been negative. ―I 

think it’s a little too extreme, it’s too abrupt, 

and it’s not really fair with all the tests coming 

up,‖ said 10th grader Annakate Schatz, adding, 

―I don’t think it’s fair to have suspensions in 

the hallway because that’s one of the few free 

times we have during the day.‖ Schatz touches 

upon an issue many students have trouble with: 

the abruptness of the punishments. As one 

teacher explained, a student wears his hat to 

school for a hundred days, and on the hundred 

and first day he’s suspended. ―Before last 

week, those rules had been enforced laxly or 

not all,‖ explains one student.   

 Despite student objections, the school 

administration says that the student body was 

given ample warnings of the policy change. 

Robo-calls were sent to every house, morning 

announcements were made, and every student 

was given a copy of the district’s student hand-

book, which explicitly explains New Haven’s 

dress code and personal electronics policies. 

And, according to assistant principal Ms. Sher-

ban-Kline, detentions and in-school suspen-

sions were handed out for violations earlier in 

the year, but with little to no effect. When 

asked how the administration decided on a 

three-day suspension, Ms. Sherban-Kline said, 

―One day doesn’t mean anything. You can hide 

for one day. Three days catches peoples’ atten-

tions.‖   

 But perhaps it catches peoples’ atten-

tions for the wrong reasons. ―If I wanted to take 

a three day vacation, I might as well pull out 

my phone,‖ said one student.  

 Still others question whether the ad-

ministration will continue to enforce the new 

rules as the year continues. One teacher wrote 

on an online message board, ―One point on the 

suspensions, they are a lot of things - ineffec-

tive is the worst part. Most of the kids who 

were suspended…laugh about the 3 day vaca-

tion (like they all did about the ―Christmas 

special‖ the administration was threatening to 

issue before the break for similar stuff).  The 

students know that it will go back to normal 

soon enough, normal meaning the administra-

tion will do nothing about this stuff again 

soon.‖ Ms. Sherban-Kline, when asked, in-

sisted that to the best of her knowledge the 

strict policy will continue.    

 An area of further controversy over 

this issue is the accusation of racial favoring. 

Some people believe that media is taking no-

tice of the suspensions because AP and hon-

ors students are being suspended. One Wilbur 

Cross student wrote on the New Haven Inde-

pendent message board, ―B/C YOUR IN AP 

CLASSES YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO 

THINK LOGICALLY & KNOW THAT 

THE RULES ARE ACCEPTABLE….NOW 

IS [the administration’s] TIME TO DISCI-

PLINE & EVERYONE NEEDS TO JUST 

ACCEPT THAT. YOU DISOBEY THE 

RULES YOU FACE THE CONSE-

QUENCES THIS IS THE REAL WORLD & 

BREAKING THE RULES GETS YOU NO 

WHERE.‖ It is true that the media outlets that 

have covered the controversy have focused on 

the suspensions of honors and AP students. 

However, with over 150 students serving 

three-day suspensions, the number of students 

outraged over the policy extends beyond 

those in the honors program.   

 Another post on the Independent’s 

board, by a user called ―Cross Teacher‖ (The 

validity of this title is impossible to confirm), 

says that, ―all you little concerned activist 

students need to sit down, shut up, and accept 

the fact that you have little to no effect on 

school policy, despite your ―student coun-

cils‖. Give me a break. You are nobodies in 

this education business, and once you realize 

and accept that, the better for us all.‖ Though 

rash and hidden by the anonymity of the 

internet, this person touches upon the fact that 

students and teachers don’t write policy. Or-

ders have come from Reginald Mayo’s office, 

and it’s the administrators’ job to uphold dis-

trict policy.  ―[One day] cell phones could be 

usable educational tools,‖ says Ms. Sherban-

Kline, ―but that would require policy change 

from the Board of Education, which probably 

wrote most of its policy when beepers were 

still being used.‖  

 That being said, although personal 

electronics and hats are still prohibited, as of 

press-time the student council is in negotiations 

with Principal Coggins to reduce the number of 

suspensions. ―We hope you will be pleased to 

know that the administration has agreed to mod-

ify the system of penalties, and there will only 

be a 3-day out-of-school suspension for multiple 

offenses,‖ writes Student Council President Lea 

Winter, adding, ―let’s show our appreciation to 

the administration by doing our best not to 

break the current rules.‖ Earlier this year the 

Board of Education passed a new Unified Code 

of Conduct (UCC) that modified punishment 

policy. Though the code doesn’t go into effect 

until next year, its recommendations for suspen-

sion alternatives such as detention, in-school 

suspension, confiscation, and community ser-

vice, could be utilized by administrators this 

year. When asked about confiscating students’ 

cell phones and hats, Ms. Sherban-Kline said 

the administration was considering giving stu-

dents a choice between being suspended for 

three days and having his/her cell phone confis-

cated until a guardian picks it up. However, 

confiscation is logistically complicated. Once an 

administrator takes possession of student prop-

erty, it needs to be safely labeled and stored. 

Confiscating hundreds of hats and electronic 

devices could lead to confrontations and school 

liability. A three-day suspension is quick and 

easy to enforce. But does it work? Or does 

keeping kids out of school in order to make the 

learning environment better defeat its purpose?  

  

  ―Look at this hall,‖ answers one ad-

ministrator, gesturing to an empty second floor, 

―Is this good or what?‖ Another administrator 

says that teachers now feel that they have offi-

cial support to keep kids from using electronics 

in class, making the classroom a more focused 

environment. But others think that the school is 

wasting valuable time and energy on insignifi-

cant problems. Last year news vans were gath-

ered outside our Wilbur Cross because once 

again the school was labeled a ―dropout fac-

tory‖, meaning that that our 12th-grade enroll-

ment is, on average over three years, less than 

60 percent our 9th grade enrollment. Moreover, 

our school CAPT average falls almost 20 per-

cent below the state average, with more than 

half of the tenth grade failing to meet state 

goals. Students still smoke in the bathrooms and 

there are still fights in the hallways. The cur-

riculum is still without any meaningful Sex 

Education and sports participation is at an all-

time low. This begs the question: Is ridding the 

hallways of hats and personal electronics while 

keeping kids out of class helping Wilbur Cross, 

or hurting it?  

Wilbur Cross Suspends Hundreds  
BY NATALIE BEACH 
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Tragedy Brings out Generosity  
Towards Haiti 
BY JONATHAN RIVADENEIRA 

 

            Many were devastated by the 7.0 earthquake that shook Haiti on 

Tuesday, January 12th 2010. It is estimated that about 30 percent of 

Haiti’s population was dramatically affected. Millions of people were left 

dead, homeless, injured and suffering 

without basic needs. Others were 

frightened, scared off by the violent 

aftermath and the traumatizing experi-

ences. Haiti had already been known 

as one of the poorest countries in the 

world, and this catastrophe put their 

people in a place that will easily take 

many years to recover from. This trag-

edy will remain memorable, yet what 

will also be recognized is how quickly 

others responded with help.   

            When the news struck, many 

immediately decided to support those 

who were affected by the earthquake. 

Compassion came from all types of 

donors and supporters, from the armed 

forces to musicians, and actors to for-

mer presidents. The Red Cross has 

played a huge part in raising money for the cause, being creative and ef-

fective in encouraging donating. Many of their donations have come 

from text messages -- a minimum ten dollar donation that is added to cell 

phone bills. Millions of dollars have also been raised through state de-

partments. Creative approaches to raising money for Haiti have even 

been tried locally here in New Haven. Nightclubs are holding parties with 

raffles for prizes, such as a trip to see music artist Alicia Keys. 

 All proceeds are given to charities such as musician Wyclef 

Jean’s organization. Telethons are being held on numerous stations such 

as MTV. Actors such as George Clooney and  musicians such as Alicia 

Keys and Wyclef Jean are using their fame to raise the importance of 

helping those in need.  

            The White House has also acted to get Haitians back on their feet. 

Former Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush have put together 

the ―Clinton/ Bush Haiti Fund‖. As the number of those found dead 

grows, it is apparent that the response in the effort to relieve Haiti is 

growing. President Obama 

said, ―At this moment, we’re 

moving forward with one of 

the largest relief efforts in our 

history — to save lives and to 

deliver relief that averts an 

even larger catastrophe, will 

ensure that this is matched by 

a historic effort that extends 

beyond our government, be-

cause America has no greater 

resource than the strength and 

the compassion of the Ameri-

can people.‖ These efforts are 

demonstrated not only 

through donations, but by 

those who have actually got-

ten in on the action in Haiti. 

A large number of armed 

forces have made great efforts to relieve the Caribbean island. Many in-

ternational search and rescue teams have also played a part in the relief.  

            One cannot even imagine how it feels to lose everything in such a 

horrific experience. But just as many responded to Hurricane Katrina and 

the tsunami in South Asia, and there is no hesitation in doing all that is 

possible to secure this damaged nation. It is amazing to see the generosity 

of the world when faced with such a tragedy.   

 

                    CNN ’s Anderson Cooper pulls a child away from danger. 

Apple Presents New...iPad  
BY EDGAR PLIASKIS 

It all started with the iPhone. To this day, people are still ex-

cited about those revolutionary phones, and the trend continues. Just 

recently, Apple announced another device, the iPad, which is expected 

to be shipped somewhere between now and September of 2010. Com-

peting companies are afraid – Apple, once again, will be a winner.  

 One thing which is surprising about the iPad is that is cannot 

do multiple tasks at once, but we need to slow down our lives anyway. 

We are worried about doing too many things at once, and by doing all of 

them at the same time we are not doing all of them well enough. Who 

needs to listen to Pandora or Last.FM, while, say, looking over pictures 

from your summer trip. Slow down people!  

 Web chatting is also a thing of the ―last decade.‖ People love to 

talk, but guess what—it is another chance to slow down. Meetings in 

real life are so much more productive, even if you have little time for 

them. Because most of us agree that digital world ruins relationships. 

Talk to your significant other face-to-face. Apple gives us the opportu-

nity to love once again.   

 Flash is a thing of the past too. Because Hulu, a site where you 

can view television shows in Flash, is going to start charging money for  

use, Apple says that iPad users do not need it. Flash is now obsolete. 

 There is no need for games, video sites, and Web pages with 

heavy graphics. None of that. Take it easy, guys, we are going to step 

back in time.  

 It is also not rea-

sonable to include HDMI or 

a single USB port, because 

today, we no longer need all 

of the 93485793845798 

devices that are available. 

Why bother connecting a 

high definition supporting 

device to your TV anyway? 

There are computers for 

that.  

    Keep up the great 

work, Apple. Next you 

should bring us a camera 

without a lens.  

 Oh… and what’s 

with the name? 
Steve Jobs, CEO of Apple, introduces 

the iPad on January 27, 2010. 
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staff members will get bonuses. Principals will also get to choose which 

teachers will be employed by their schools in an effort to make sure that 

students get the best education. 

 A new ―Promise‖ will ensure that all students have the choice 

to go to college. The ―New Haven Promise,‖ proposed by Mayor DeSte-

fano, will guarantee students who are financially-disadvantaged the eco-

nomics of going to college. This new pledge was based on ―The Kala-

mazoo Promise,‖ which was implemented in Michigan in 2005. The 

―Promise‖ ensures that seniors who meet certain standards and want to 

go to college will receive full tuition to attend state colleges and univer-

sities. This will make the choice of going to college after high school 

much more attainable, and encourages students to work hard in high 

school.  

 One thing is for sure: through all of this new reform, a lot of 

Cross students will go through a lot of changes. But one question arises: 

Will the reform change Cross for the better? 

Interesting Tech News 
 

Google plans to quit China because of censorship issues, re-
ceives much praise 

HP laptop with USB 3.0 is now available  

3-D TVs -- Awesome or bound to fail? 

SLR cameras shrink in size, but keep features and quality 

You can now comment on Facebook through e-mail. 

Fourth iPhone generation available in April? 

BMW is closer to going electric. 

Microsoft and HP partner up 

Toyota brings a baby Prius 

―Google‖ beats ―blog‖ in word of the decade. 

Has Google Earth revealed the location of El Dorado? 

White House backs away from net neutrality. 

Sprint announces 3G and 4G routers. 

Macbook Pro is due for an update with i5 and i7 processors. 

Howdy! A new social networking site for cowboys. 

XBox 360 is the most-used gaming console. 

Home energy management is a new hot topic. 

Disney is opening a ―magical‖ Disney store in Times Square. 

 

NEWS ANALYSIS: School Reform 
BY ALLEN HOSSIN 

 

How will the new educational reform plan in New 

Haven, CT directly affect Wilbur Cross students? 

 
 For those of you who don’t know, New Haven was chosen as 

one of the first districts to participate in an educational reform plan. The 

goals for this plan are to reduce the achievement gap, decrease the drop-

out rate in half by five years, make sure that 100% of all students have 

the choice to go to college, and make sure that students are intellectually 

ready and financially able to complete college. But how will this di-

rectly affect WCHS students?  

 Schools are being assembled into three distinct groups, called 

the ―Three Tiers.‖ The first Tier consists of the highest-performing 

schools. The third Tier is the lower-performing schools. If the scores are 

too low and there is a large number of students not improving, experts 

will come in and help or those schools – the ―Turn-around Schools‖ – 

will be reopened with new teachers, principals, and rules.  

 The first step in the plan is to administer more tests to learn 

how students are doing and whether they are improving. These tests are 

packed with essays to find out how and how well students are thinking. 

Questions like ―Find the parabolic path of a comet as it moves through 

the solar system‖ and ―How do Puzo’s characters change from book to 

film in the Godfather series?‖ can be the sort of prompts for these tests. 

Before you start groaning, know that these tests will help determine how 

much the school has improved and whether it will be closed and re-

opened. They will also grade teachers and principals, tying student per-

formance into staff evaluations. Based on student advancements, school 
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 FEATURES 

 How many people 

do you trust your secrets 

with? Real secrets, not ones 

about who you have a crush 

on this week, or how much 

you weigh. Secrets that 

make you who you are, se-

crets that are really difficult 

to come to terms with. 

Chances are, you don’t have 

many. But twelve students 

at Youth Rights Media are 

telling those kinds of stories, 

and making them public.  

 Youth Rights Me-

dia is an extracurricular pro-

gram designed to help keep 

teens off the streets by 

teaching them their rights 

through making digital mov-

ies. Students find that it 

helps them in different ways; for Jaime Ramos, a student at Metropoli-

tan Business Academy, it helps to ―relieve anger built up inside.‖ For 

Jerome Richardson, a junior at Wilbur Cross, it allows him to ―let every-

body see a different side of me, a more serious side.‖   

  

The group is currently working on 

producing ―digital stories‖ about 

themselves, using still pictures, 

text and background music. These 

stories include what the students 

call bio poems – poems they wrote 

and feel are representative of who 

they are. The poems often tie into 

racial and family issues. Richard-

son and Ramos both shared the 

effects of their strained relation-

ships with their parents. According 

to Travis Carbonella, the supervi-

sor of the program, these movies 

will run on CTV, as being posted 

on YouTube and at various screen-

ings for the program. Several stu-

dents say it has made a big differ-

ence for them. Shayla Martin, a 

student from Metropolitan Busi-

ness Academy, says that ―Being 

here helped me get more confidence.‖ Richardson, whose relationship 

with his mother strengthened through the program, says that ―it made 

me a better person without knowing it.‖  

 Youth Rights Media is located in the East Rock neighborhood 

and holds events on a regular basis. 

Youth Rights Media: Making Media, Making Change 
BY JOHN BRANCH 

From left: Shayla Martin, Jaime Ramos, Jerome Richardson and Travis Carbonella 

So What Do You Want? 
 BY AKAYA McELVEEN 

     
2009 has come and gone, and 2010 is finally here, and gradua-

tion is right around the corner. Now is the time for seniors to conclude 

their college application process. Official transcripts and SAT scores 

should have been sent out, essays written and submitted, and documents 

for FAFSA 

gathered. Now 

all that is 

needed is an 

admissions 

decision in the 

mail. College 

is one of the 

most important 

times in a 

young adults' 

life. It's a step 

closer to be-

coming an 

adult, but what 

exactly does that mean? What do college bound seniors actually expect 

to gain from their college experience?  

According to Ms. Ryan, a guidance counselor at Wilbur Cross, 

approximately 80% of the entire senior class plans to go to college next 

year. Out of that 80%, the most popular reason is to continue education 

to get a well-paying job in the future. After conducting a poll, I  

 

 

found that the five most popular characteristics seniors look for in a 

college are: particular majors of interest, location, size, sports, and 

popularity.  

It’s important to remember to have a backup plan. If the origi-

nal plan doesn't work out, it's good to have something to fall back on. 

Dante, a college bound senior, is planning to double major next year. 

That way, if he can’t find a job with one major, he will find something 

else particular in the other major.  

But even with the 80% rate, 20% of the senior class isn’t plan-

ning to attend college. When asked why those students aren’t, Ms. Ryan 

replied that some of them are going into the military, while others are 

planning on getting a job to support their family.  

  Success is a journey, not a destination 
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 Culinary Arts: Not Just a Class   
BY BRIANNA RIVERA  

 

You would expect Culinary Arts to be the most popular class at Wilbur 

Cross because the key to it is food, and who doesn’t enjoy food? How-

ever, reality is the complete opposite of that: culinary happens to be one 

of the least taken classes in our school, but it has garnered recognition 

from students and staff alike. 

Many have not only walked by Culinary, but have also helped 

themselves to coffee, bagels, muffins 

and whatever else the class has to 

offer. Mrs. Horowitz, the culinary 

teacher, explained that the true pur-

pose of Culinary Arts is to teach stu-

dents the fundamentals of cooking, 

which include selecting, preparing, 

and serving food. Therefore, she sees 

this course as an introduction to not 

only cooking but also to working in 

food services, in places such as ho-

tels, hospitals, restaurants and many 

other places. Most of the things stu-

dents in Culinary Arts cook are 

grains, fruit, meats and dairy prod-

ucts. 

 Shaina Vega, a culinary 

student, believes that it is essential that we bring healthy food to the 

table. Taking Culinary has affected the way she eats and cook. ―I eat 

healthier and I know how to cook more and better things,‖ she says. 

Students taking Culinary are knowledgeable about what they are cook-

ing and eating, while having fun and learning the skills they’ll need later 

on in life. 

 

Lunch with  
Josephine Esposito  

BY JOHN RONE AND CORAIMA 

COLON  

―Hello sweetheart, how are you to-

day?‖ she asks every passing student 

with a smile. We’ve all been greeted 

by Josephine Esposito while entering 

our student IDs in exchange for lunch. 

Ms. Esposito began working as a 

lunch lady in the New Haven Public 

Schools system eight years ago. Be-

fore she came to Wilbur Cross, she 

worked at Career High School. When 

asked how she likes Cross, she replied 

with ―I say kids at Cross are great. 

During the 5 years I’ve worked here, I've conversed with a lot of them 

about many things." A little history about Ms. Esposito: she attended St. 

Michael Grammar School, and attended Sacred Heart Academy for high 

school. After high school, she became a teacher’s aid for first and sec-

ond graders, and was officer on the parent association. She then worked 

as a baker at AMP Bakery for eighteen years. After her retirement, Ms. 

Esposito decided to continue working to support her family and began 

working for New Haven Public Schools.   

 Besides work, Ms. Esposito is also an active mother and citi-

zen. In 2008, she was name Mother of The Year by St. Anne Society. She 

was also the first president of Dante Ladies Auxilary and has been active 

in the St. Andrews Society for many years.   

“And…Why Are You Late?” 

BY ISHA NORRIS & DIAMOND BROWN 

 

Every morning hundreds of kids drag themselves through the doors of 

Wilbur Cross High School. Many of them arrive late. After dropping an 

open backpack, shoulder bag, or purse onto the red table for inspection, 

and sluggishly passing through the metal detector, they walk up to the 

attendance office and quickly mumble an excuse for being late. They are 

then handed a late slip, with their name, ID number, the time and date, 

and usually the word "unexcused" printed in black letters. And off they 

go. The process is rather routine to many. An unfamiliar subject to some 

however, is the woman who stands behind the bulky black cart handing 

out these late slips and entering the arrival times of these late students. 

Her name is Lisa Garrett or, as many know her as, Ms. Lisa.  

 Ms. Lisa has been working at Wilbur Cross since 2004. While 

she is the face of the attendance office, her job also includes being the 

head attendance secretary, a truancy officer, an attendance committee 

member, and a worker in the School Resources Office. She also over-

sees the enter-

ing of suspen-

sions into the 

computer sys-

tem (which has 

been quite hec-

tic lately). Ms. 

Lisa says that 

this is not a 

career that she 

had longed for, 

it just sort of 

came to her. 

The most satis-

fying part of a 

job like this 

one, she says, is watching students with poor attendance, punctuality, or 

disciplinary records improve and eventually make it to graduation. She 

finds pleasure not only in the improvement of students, but that of 

teachers. She has gladly witnessed Mr. Brochin blossom into a man who 

almost faithfully enters his attendance every day.  

 When asked if parents support and comply with the attendance 

policies that she enforces, Ms. Lisa unfortunately replied, "No, many 

parents will make their kids go to school hours late just to get them out 

of the house. They fail to see that there are policies in place that need to 

be followed to keep some type of order." (During this interview, a boy 

walked up to the attendance office, arriving at school four hours late, 

and was immediately sent home after a phone call to a fussy parent.)  

 Despite the everyday delayed arrivals of some students, and 

some gaps in understanding of attendance and punctuality policies of 

parents, this job sometimes provides Ms. Lisa with some good laughs. 

"Students give me crazy late excuses sometimes," she admits with an 

almost traumatized expression on her face. One late student gave a quite 

explicit excuse to Ms. Lisa that she could not repeat to us. It concerned a 

few "female issues" that the student had experienced that morning. A 

parent once wanted to excuse his child’s absence on Halloween because 

his family didn't celebrate Halloween. And there are plenty of others.  

 What is one thing that Ms. Lisa wants all Wilbur Cross stu-

dents to know about her job? "What I do is nothing personal," she says, 

"it's all about the policies." So, although it may seem burdening to have 

late excuses forced out of you, or to have to answer to the truancy offi-

cers pounding on your front door because Ms. Lisa sent them there, her 

job must be done, and is ultimately for the better. 
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 mas and Carissa Larock walked away smiling with their Mr. and Ms. 

Junior titles, as did the new Mr. and Ms. Senior, Javen Hailey and Doris 

Davis. The competition for Ms. Cross was fierce, overwhelming Andrea 

Butler with joy when her name was called as winner. The night culmi-

nated with the highly anticipated race between John Pittman and Emilio 

Mejias for Mr. Cross. The close race ended with Pittman taking home 

the crown. That, however, was only the beginning of the night.  

 Mardi Gras is known for bright colors, so it wasn’t a shock to 

see students wearing glitter dresses, vibrant feathered masks, and 

strands of Mardi Gras beads. Some girls even highlighted their looks 

with liquid leggings, which went well with their colorful blouses and 

heels. What really caught eyes was the feather showgirl hat worn by 

Mikeya Moore, and the late 1920’s inspired finger wave hairstyle worn 

by Ashleigh Lewis. When asked what prompted her to get her hair done 

like that Ashleigh replied, ―I wanted to do something to my hair that 

nobody else had done before.‖ The boys were also dressed to impress, 

some wearing tuxedos that matched the famous colors of Mardi Gras – 

purple, gold, and green. Those who kept it casual sported v-neck sweat-

ers and dressy pants.  

 If you thought the fashion was impressive, you had to take a 

look at the foyer. Overnight, the place was turned into a Mardi Gras 

Ball. Purple drapes pinned up across the walls, the renovated Gazebo 

was embellished with poster-size jazz players, and adorned with beads 

and gold coins. Everywhere you turned you saw beautiful murals of 

marionettes and masks, all designed by art teacher Ms. Confrancesco 

and painted by her students. Ms. C has done the Coronation decorations 

for 26 years. ―Every year it gets better, every year there is something 

that we could do to make it better than last year,‖ she says. But she 

doesn’t take all the credit; if it weren’t for the senior class to fund the 

money for the decorations and the advice given from a formal New Or-

leans resident, no part of Coronation Ball would have been possible.   

 ―I was consulted about every little detail, down to the color of 

the trees in New Orleans,‖ says Ms. Spivack, a former resident of New 

Orleans.  

 Most of us have never been to New Orleans, but the time and 

effort so many people put in was impossible to ignore and greatly appre-

ciated. It gave a sense of school spirit, and created a night the attendees 

will remember for years to come.  

 

Final Term  
BY CAMILA DECHALUS                                   

  

 Fans jump out of their seats while the game is about to begin, 

and cheerleaders shout their cheers over the roaring crowd while people 

gather around Carmen’s rapidly growing stomach to rub for good luck.  

Carmen Martinez, an 18-year-old senior at Wilbur Cross, is pregnant. 

Excitedly, she 

talks about her 

and her child’s 

future. ―It’s sur-

real,‖ she ex-

claims in excite-

ment while she 

explains how she 

is ready for transi-

tioning into moth-

erhood. Like eve-

rything else, being 

pregnant has its 

ups and downs. 

The pain in her 

swollen feet as 

she musters the 

strength to walk is 

forgotten as her 

baby kicks her 

stomach. And 

where does Car-

men turn to when 

everything seems 

a little too hard 

and she needs a pick me up? She turns to her mother and to people who 

have been in similar situations. She looks to them for strength and sup-

port. She doesn’t let her pregnancy get in the way of her education at all. 

She continues to attend all her classes even when she is going through 

something most students can’t relate to. 

 

Coronation Ball  
BY CAMILA DECHALUS      

   

―I need to find the perfect outfit,‖ you say over and over to 

yourself as you search non-stop to find your ideal outfit for Coronation 

Ball. This is what most girls went through as they roamed the aisles of 

every dress store they could find. The process of getting ready for this 

big dance, held for the underclassman by the senior class, is a big deal 

for many students.   

 ―It’s important for everyone to have fun,‖ said Ms. Cobb, the 

co-advisor for the senior class. Everyone knew that once you finished 

the agonizing process of buying the perfect dress and debated over 

which hairstyle would complete your look, and smiled for picture, you 

would head down to the gym, where the dance was getting started. And 

that’s when the real fun began.  

 AT 7 PM sharp, people started to arrive in the auditorium, 

where they watched in suspense as the Kings and Queens were crowned. 

As the names were called people barely contain their excitement, jump-

ing out of their seats with applause. First it was Javon Taylor and Nata-

sha Mclammy, who took the spotlight as Mr. and Ms. Freshman. Then, 

two-time winner Daniel McDuffie went up to collect his award as Mr. 

Sophomore accompanying Ms. Sophomore Ayanna Belle. Rashim Tho-
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 Angelica Soto, La Quinceañera  

POR BEATRIZ MOLINA  

 

Cuando el padre de Angelica Soto le entrega las quince rosas a su hija, 

ambos comienzan a llorar. Esto fue lo que ella nos comento despues que 

paso su ceremonia de la quinceañera en la iglesia. "Para mi la parte mas 

significante fue cuando mi padre me entrego  las rosas como simbolo de 

los años que hemos pasado juntos."    

 Llega un 

momento en nues-

tras vidas, en el cual 

t e n e m o s 

que  transformarnos 

de la infancia hasta  

la edad adulta. En 

algunas culturas, las 

personas celebran 

este paso en un día 

m u y  e s p e c i a l . 

En la cultura esta-

dounidense celebran 

los "Sweet 16", en la 

cultura latina cele-

bran quinceañeros, 

en la cultura judía 

celebran Bar y Bat 

Mitzvah y en la cul-

tura asiática celebran "Philippine De-

buts." Cada uno de ellos tiene tradi-

ciones diferentes, pero el tema es el 

mismo: la mayoría de edad. 

 En la cultura estadounidense, 

cuando una niña cumple 16 años, se 

celebra por una fiesta. Puede ser for-

mal, informal o semi-formal. Puede 

ser una pequeña fiesta en su hogar o 

una cena, como tambien un gran 

evento.. Las tradiciones típicas de un 

"Sweet 16" son la ceremonia de 16 

velas, en la que cada vela contiene 

un significado 

diferente. Existe 

también la ceremo-

nia de calzado, 

donde un varón en 

la familia de la niña 

se acerca a ella con 

zapatos de tacón 

alto sobre una al-

mohada decorada. 

A continuación, la 

niña se quita 

las zapatillas y las 

reemplaza con unos 

tacones altos. Esta 

tradicion le paso a 

la hermana de An-

gelica, Mercedes , ella nos comento lo siguiente: ― Yo tuve un ―Sweet 

16.‖ No tuve un quinceañero porque la verdad queria que mi madre tu-

viera tiempo para hacerme la fiesta y porque no naci en una pais latino‖. 

Esta tradición se suele encontrar más, en un quinceañero que un "Sweet 

16." Otra costumbre que está más en el lado latino es el baile de padre e 

hija y el montaje de vídeo. Ahí es donde se están reproduciendo los 

vídeos de cuando era un bebé hasta ahora.  

 Por otra parte, lo que sucedio  en el Quinceañero de Angelica 

fue que inicio la celebración en una iglesia, en un extravagante vestido 

y un halo de flores. El sacerdote la bendice. La madre cambio su halo de 

flores a una bella corona, el padre cambio sus zapatillas por tacones 

altos y la madre le entrego a Angelica su última muñeca y una Biblia. 

Como comenta la quinceañera Angelica de su quinceañero, "me siento 

bien y muy nerviosa. La primera ves que pense en 

tener un quinceañero fue a los 9 años." Era lo 

mismo que tenia en mente para esa edad."Fue uno 

de los mejores momentos de mi vida y estoy muy 

agradecida por todo." Todo esto es haciéndole saber 

que ella ya no es una niña, pero una joven. También 

sucedio la tradicion de las quince rosas, donde se le 

da una rosa a las personas más importantes en su 

vida. Después de todo lo que se hiso en la iglesia, la 

fiesta empieza.  

 Además, las niñas no son las únicas que 

celebran su transformación. En la cultura judía, 

cuando los chicos cumplen trece años, se les celebra 

un Bar Mitzvah. Hasta hace poco, los niños fueron 

los únicos que lo celebraban. Las niñas ahora tie-

nen Bat Mitzvah cuando cum-

plen doce años. La ceremonia 

comienza en una iglesia, como 

los quinceañeros. Están obli-

gados a leer de la Torá, que lleva 

meses de práctica. Luego, ir a la 

fiesta, así .. Ahora que son hom-

bres y mujeres, sus responsabili-

dades son las siguientes: de sus 

propias acciones, derecho a leer 

de la Torá y participar en un 

Minyan (sólo para hombres), y 

finalmente pueden poseer bienes 

personales. En la cultura 

asiática, cuando las niñas cum-

plen los dieciocho años, celebran 

lo que se llama. 

"Phillippine Debut." 

Son muy parecidos a un 

quinceañero, excepto 

que hay una cosa que se 

llama "Eighteen Roses 

Dance." Ahí es donde 

los dieciocho ni-

ños elegidos bailan con 

la chica después de la 

presentación de ella con 

una sola rosa. Después 

es el baile de padre e 

hija.  

 Cada cultura 

puede celebrar difer-

entes formas y tener 

tradiciones diferentes, 

pero todos celebramos 

la transformacion de un 

niño a un adulto.  
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Arts 
Where’s My Rent? 
BY NATAVIA MCLEAN 

  

Why was the school 

play Rent suddenly 

canceled? For weeks, 

Wilbur Cross’s musical 

director, Mrs. Sadick-

Brown, planned to cast 

this play for a spring 

performance. 

“Directing is not just 

handing the students a 

script and telling them 

to read the lines,‖ 

Brown says with 

frustration in her voice. 

Rent is a musical soap 

opera about New York 

City artists who are 

struggling with 

problems like love, 

loss, rent, AIDS, and 

homosexuality, all 

while embracing 

bohemian concepts and 

surviving as well as 

they can. The story has 

become extremely 

famous, with a multi-year 

performance on Broadway and a 

movie adaption, and has received 

much critical acclaim. Mrs. 

Sadick-Brown wanted to bring 

Rent into Cross as she believed 

the play would connect to 

students because it reflects reality.

 But when it came to 

request permission from the New 

Haven Schools’ Superintendent, 

Dr. Reginald Mayo, the request 

was denied. Since the play has 

been rejected without explanation, 

many questions and suspicions 

have been raised in the heads of 

both Mrs. Sadick-Brown and the 

student body. Unfortunately, this 

is not the first time Rent has been 

refused. A similar situation 

occurred in Newport Beach, CA. 

A controversy erupted when in 

Corona del Mar High School 

when the play was canceled over 

possible objections to gay content. 

However, when the principal 

reviewed the script, he decided 

that the show would go on as 

planned. “I never had a problem 

with the play selected…I just 

requested the opportunity to 

review the script before it was 

final. [The school] administration 

received parent concerns from a 

previous play and I wanted to be 

able to ensure my commitment to 

the concerned parents as well as 

show my support of the student 

production without any 

reservation,‖ that principal 

explained. But where is Dr. 

Mayo’s explanation? Another 

similar situation occurred at 

Henderson's Green Valley High 

School in Nevada, which took the 

issue to court, where the judges 

decided to allow the students to 

proceed with the production. 

 Obviously there are 

some racy contents in Rent, but 

with the controversy and results 

surrounding other schools, was it 

right for the superintendent to 

shut the play down so abruptly?  

 
 

“New Moon”   
BY SARAH CURTIS 

 Let’s be honest. New Moon was not very good. The plot is not 

exciting, the special effects are terrible, and the acting is, at best, medio-

cre. The movie starts on Bella’s, the main character, played by Kristen 

Stewart, eighteenth birthday. Her vampire boyfriend, Edward’s (Robert 

Pattinson) sister Alice throws her a party. During the party, Edward’s 

brother Jasper attempts to eat Bella, after Bella cut her finger on wrap-

ping paper and trickle of blood is displayed. Deeply disturbed by the 

thought of losing her, Edward leaves Bella. Bella becomes severely de-

pressed, and is only happy when she spends time with Jacob (Taylor 

Lautner), the son of her 

father’s friend, who is 

much better than Ed-

ward in every imagin-

able way. Jacob is 

clearly into Bella, but 

Bella is only interested 

in him as a friend. The 

plot picks up when 

Bella discovers that 

Jacob has a secret, and 

she tries to discover 

what it is.  

 Bella is a one-

sided character. She 

can only be self-

sacrificing, and help-

less. She is completely 

dependent on Edward, 

to the point that she 

doesn’t know how to 

live without him. After 

a motorcycle accident, 

she finds out that she 

catches glimpses of 

Edward whenever she finds herself in danger. And thus, she adapts a 

reckless behavior, jumping off cliffs and riding motorcycles, just to hal-

lucinate a bit. The theme of the movie: it’s completely okay for a girl to 

be completely dependent on a guy, to the point where she would sacri-

fice herself for him. Good message. My only thought as I was leaving 

the theater was that Bella seriously needed a life.  
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2012  
BY BEATRIZ MOLINA  
 
  The year is 2012. Many people are trying to save their lives 

because the end of the world has come. The movie 2012 shows what's 

supposedly going to happen on December 21, 2012. The movie shows 

the days before this terrible tragedy, where 

many important people try to prevent the 

prophecies of the Mayan calendar, unwilling 

for the world to end before escaping from it.  

 The action takes place in Washington 

D.C., California and China, where people ex-

perience strong and awful earthquakes, 

cold and snow, large clouds, and no sunrise 

before the catastrophe begins. The story fol-

lows Adriel (Chiwetel Ejiofor), a scientist who 

finds information about the upcoming events. 

He wants the President to know about it so that 

they can save everybody. Jackson (John 

Cusack), a divorced writer with two kids wrote 

a book about people helping each other and 

understanding 12/21/’12. While taking them to 

a camping trip, he finds a crazy man named 

Charlie (Woody Harrelson) in a radio station 

who tells him about how the world is going to end. At first Jackson 

doesn’t believe Charlie, although he had studied the end of the world 

for years, and had come up with some useful escape ideas. However, 

as things become worse, Jackson has no choice but to listen to Charlie 

if he wants to save his family.  

 Meanwhile, Adriel discov-

ers that the group from the White 

House is very selfish and just trying 

to save themselves. Adriel wants 

them to save everyone. If it wasn't 

for him and some other good mem-

bers of the group, almost everybody 

would've died.  

  What makes the movie 

scary is the possibility that, some-

day, the world may come to an end, 

whether or not on December 21, 

2012 or due to thousand-year-old 

prophecies. With global warming 

continuing to become a bigger issue, 

we have to come up with an idea of 

what can we do to save our planet.  

  

Woodstock: We Were There 
BY THEA DOYON 

Chances are you are too young to have witnessed Woodstock, 

but you probably know about it. You’ve heard the story from textbooks 

and teachers. You’ve heard about the rampant drug use and the free love 

and the old hippies. Part of my summer was spent in Woodstock, New 

York and the area around it. There I learned about many aspects to 

Woodstock, from the coordinators to the history behind the event.   

 Soon after school 

started I learned that some of 

our teachers have firsthand ac-

counts about what really hap-

pened at Woodstock. Mr. Bro-

chin was only 16 when he went 

to Woodstock.  

 ―Some neighbors in 

East Haven were going in their 

station wagon. When we got 

there, we had to park 9 miles 

away.‖  

 Mr. Brochin stayed for 

all three days of the festival, 

even after his neighbors aban-

doned him to return home. He 

tells me he wasn’t scared. ―The 

atmosphere of the moment was 

about just letting go.‖ 

Ms. Sadick-Brown had a differ-

ent story. At age 18 she was 

invited to the concert by some 

of her co-workers. 

 ―We were bumper to 

bumper the whole way up. 

Roads were packed with kids. No one knew what to expect.‖  

 It seems that the organizers, Michael Lang, John Roberts, Joel 

Rosenman, and Artie Kornfeld, didn’t know what they were getting 

into. 300,000 people showed up when the producers expected only 

50,000.  The concert became free when concert goers ripped down the 

fence on the first day. There was a reason the concert was so popular.  

 ―My favorites were Santana, Joan Baez, Canned Heat, Sha Na 

Na.‖ said Mr. Brochin.  

 ―Janis Joplin was terrible, but Joan Baez was great, Richie Ha-

vens was too.‖ Ms. Sadick-Brown told me. ―Joan Baez, Joe 

Cocker, Richie Havens, Gracie Slick were all fantastic,‖ said Ms. 

Powell, who went to the festival with some friends who she had 

gone to Newport with earlier. Ms. Powell actually appears half 

way through the Woodstock documentary with a big floppy pink 

hat on.    

 The performers at Woodstock are legends. Many can’t 

agree on who was the best, and their performances at the concert 

are still famous today. Take Jimi Hendrix’s Star Spangled Banner 

or Santana’s Soul Sacrifice, which Mr. Brochin calls ―the best 

drum solo in history.” One thing our teachers all agreed on is that, 

with the number of people there, the facilities were pretty bad. ―It 

was a long walk to the Port-o-Potties, which were called Port-o-

Sans at Woodstock,‖ recalls Mr. Brochin while Ms. Sadick-Brown 

joked, ―What facilities?‖   

 When I asked them what their most memorable moment 

at Woodstock was, they all had something to share.  

 ―I remember when it started raining, and the announcer’s 

voice was so calming, so reassuring, we knew everything was go-

ing to be okay,‖ Mr. Brochin said.  

 For Ms. Powell, the fun came after the rain. ―I slid down 

the hill after it rained,‖ she shared. She also ran into her future 

husband while she was there.  

 Ms. Sadick-Brown remembers bartering bead necklaces 

for food. ―Nobody had anything, so you shared.‖  

 Our teachers look back on the three days fondly. The 

 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0252230/
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concert shaped them as human beings. For Mr. Brochin, the world of 

music and photography opened up to him. Ms. Powell found that, de-

spite her conservative upbringing, no matter what happened, everyone 

would help. The concert transformed Ms. Sadick-Brown from a ―spoiled 

princess‖ to an activist.  

 There is a reason that Woodstock is in the history books. No 

matter what people feel about the festival, they can’t deny that it wasn’t 

a telling moment in the sixties. ―Woodstock changed society forever.‖ 

Ms. Sadick-Brown replied when I interviewed her. Mr. Morello, who 

was too young to attend, added, ―Everybody wishes they were there, and 

there’s a reason for that.‖  

 Mr. Brochin told me why it changed society. ―It showed that 

fears about drug and hippie culture were unfounded. They just wanted a 

peaceful world.‖   

 Woodstock created a community. During the three days, people 

set up trade systems and fed each other. Two people died, and two were 

born. It was an amazing example of the progress that peace could bring. 

Unfortunately, these sentiments did not last. A recreation of Woodstock 

in California was a disaster.  Ms. Sadick-Brown and the thousands at 

Woodstock know why.   

 ―It was amazing. You can never plan it, never recreate it. Eve-

rything was all converging at once.‖ 

 

Dear MissUnderstood,  

 
I am a 14 year old girl with a big problem. I’m in love with my best friend’s boyfriend! He is really cute, and sweet, and she really likes him. But, 

when she’s not there, he flirts with me, and we went out one time. I want him to break up with her and start going out with me, but she’s a really good 

friend, and I don’t want to lose her. 

Sincerely, 

All is Fair in Love and War 

 

Dear Fair, 

 What on earth is wrong with you??? If you truly value your friendship with this girl, you should never go out with her boyfriend, and you 

don’t deserve her friendship. And are you really that desperate? Even though you’re a bad friend, I’m sure there are other boys who might be inter-

ested. Also, if he is going out with someone else behind his girlfriend’s back, I doubt he is as sweet as you say, and you will always be suspicious 

when you are with him. 

 Since you want a relationship, here are some tips: 

1. As I have told previous people: THERAPY!!! Anyone who is that desperate is very insecure, and needs to figure out why. 

2. Get more friends. Once your friend finds out what you did to her, she isn’t going to want to stay friends with you, so you should join some sports 

teams or extracurricular activities to make more friends. 

3. Don’t go out with this boy, again, because this will only betray your friend more. 

4. It is possible that you are a bad judge of character if you think he’s sweet. See #1 above. 
And lastly, please, please GET A LIFE!!! If you are stabbing your best friend in the back like that you clearly don’t have one. 
 

Good luck, 

MissUnderstood 

Gesture of the Issue 
BY JIAYI YING and EDGAR PLIASKIS 
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SPORTS 

Promoting Anorexia? 
BY FABIOLA BLAS  

 

 ―Ew…you are fat‖ is what anorexic girls think about them-

selves when they gain as little as a pound. Fasting and purging is the 

path that many girls and guys take in order to reach that perfect image. 

There is not a specific stereotype for this disorder, they can be black, 

white, rich, poor, of all economic levels and classes.  There is no exact 

statistic of how many people are anorexic in the 

U.S. because most try to hide or deny it and re-

fuse any form of help. They see ―beauty‖ in a 

distorted way. Shockingly, there are even web-

sites that support that type of destructive behav-

ior.  

 Websites such as www.Prettythin.com 

are advocates of anorexia, but the owner, 

Zander, claims that the website only supports 

those who need the help “It’s about how you 

define it, and how you react to it and struggle 

with it and fall into and out of it. Someone finds 

beauty in modifications, another in being thin, 

another in the way they do their hair and an-

other in the darkness of their tan. We all do 

things for how we perceive beauty. We all do 

things to feel happy by reaching that goal or 

idea of beauty that we have in our mind. And 

just as we don't want others judging us for seeking happiness, no matter 

how absurd it may seem, or how harmful, we want them to understand 

that that is where we find peace. And that is why we hope the same for 

them, even if it is not how we would define it in our eyes. Beauty...not 

judgment.”  

 What the supporters the website don’t seem to understand is 

that their perception of ―beauty‖ might influence others to join their 

community. Small girls who are insecure about themselves might find a 

website like this one and think that anorexia is the easy way out, since 

there are many who do it and who are supported. The website never 

states that what the girls are doing is wrong; they never inform the girls 

of the bad effects of purposeful starving. Yes, the site might want to 

help those girls by making them feel comfortable and giving them a 

sense of understanding, but that doesn’t fix anything, it only keeps the 

cycle going.   

 Akaya, a high school student who has never had an eating dis-

order or weight issues, was exposed to the website and says that it ―is 

nice that he wants to help people but it’s not healthy.‖ She also claimed 

that if she was insecure about herself the website would probably influ-

ence her to stop eating in order to get skin-

ner and more ―beautiful.‖ The same opinion 

was given by Malcolm, another student 

made aware of the website. ―I have a little 

sister, she thinks she is fat even thought she 

is not. She would easily be influenced to 

starve in order to get skinny. Hopefully she 

never gets to a website like that one.‖ The 

website also includes pictures of what they 

call ―thinspirations‖: girls who are super 

thin and are supposed to be inspirations for 

the members. ―The pictures are nasty‖ 

Akaya said when she saw the picture of a 

model who is only skin and bones. ―Those 

pictures are negative because they show an 

illusion of what women should look like,‖ 

Malcolm commented once he saw the same 

pictures.   

 There are many people who think websites like this should be 

taken down because it only supports negative behavior. ―I am so jeal-

ous‖ are the words seen the most all throughout the website, in forums, 

in picture comments. Is jealousy the message they should be spreading? 

Should their perception of beauty be expanded even though it is flawed 

and medically considered as distorted? As a parent, would you like your 

child to be exposed to self destructing behavior?  There is really nothing 

being done about it and those websites are still running all over the 

internet, the only thing one can do is prevent your love ones from being 

exposed to websites that might take them under their wing and expose 

them to their view of ―beauty.‖ 

 

I had wished to write a Sports arti-

cle for quite some time, and now 

the opportunity has presented it-

self. I was to supposed to write an 

article about the basketball game 

that Wilbur Cross played against 

Lyman Hall before winter break. 

The only problem was that I didn’t 

know a single thing about the rules 

of basketball.   

 So I chose to write about 

my experience of basketball in-

stead.  

I bought my ticket and 

took a seat in the large gym. As I 

watched the game go on I was con-

fused about what the referees were 

doing with their hands. They were 

making hand motions signifying 

what was going on. Since I had no 

clue about what those hand motions 

meant I turned around and asked 

people for their help. I got Donald 

Keys, Dondre Reeves, and Devante 

Smith to help me with the rules of 

basketball. They also helped clarify 

some of the problems I had with 

the idea of the shot clock, which 

apparently only the varsity teams 

use.  You also can’t stay on your 

side of the court or else it’s a ten-

second violation. And that’s bad.  

 You also can’t take the 

ball from your opponent’s side of 

the court and bring it back to your 

side of the court because that is 

something called a backcourt vio-

lation.  

The game was very enjoy-

able and I would recommend going 

to one of the freshman team’s 

games. Especially since the prob-

ability of the team getting over one 

hundred points is very high. The 

game that I attended ended with a 

score of 96-40, for Cross.  

Experience of a Rookie Sports Journalist  
BY MICHAEL SOUKKHOUMALAY   
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Adjusting to Change  

BY SINEAD & ISABELLA BRENNAN   

 

                 The Indoor track team is just flowing with new blood. From new members to a new coach, the team is adjusting to the change. 

Coach Julia Morgillo has stepped in to be the girls' track coach. Mor- gillo went to Stetson University for her Bachelor's Degree and is cur-

rently working on her Master's at Southern Connecticut State Univer- sity. She came to Cross this year to work for the UCONN GEAR-UP 

program as a Student Counselor. She ran in college and is looking for- ward to the outdoor season. Specifically, Coach Morgillo is excited for 

the opportunity to have young, talented athletes compete at States and at the Penn Relays, which is a national track event. Coach Morgillo said 

she enjoys ―Seeing my athletes smile, even after they've run a difficult race. I love seeing athletes cheer their friends on." During outdoor sea-

son, Coach Morgillo wants to train with the athletes by running with them.   

                Coach Morgillo also feels that the team shows great determi- nation and is extremely goal oriented. ―I am optimistic about our ath-

letes’ work ethic. They work hard to do well and to win races. It is a skill I cannot teach. I am glad to see that these athletes want to achieve 

the goals they set for themselves.‖ Coach morgillo also thinks there is room for improvement: ―Our athletes are anxious to learn and that 

makes me hopeful about what we can achieve.‖  

 

Walker Loden 

Gifts 

Antiques 

Jewelry 

258 Church Street 
New Haven, CT 06510 

(203) 865-8196 
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Who Is The Better Basketball Player?  

BY HUGH EDWARDS  

 
                  The King or The Black Mamba? 23 or 24? Lebron James or 

Kobe Bryant? I hoped that I could easily get a solid answer to this ques-

tion, but an answer was only to come after a long line of heated discus-

sions. In order to even try to figure out who the better of the two future 

hall of famers is, you'd have to consider what they have in common. 

Anyone who follows the game of basketball knows that neither Kobe 

nor Lebron attended college. They both went pro right after high school. 

Kobe came from Lower Merion High School, graduating in 1996, while 

Lebron attended St. Vincent - St. Mary High School and graduated in 

2003. Germantown Academy High School Coach Jim Fenerty said "We 

played Kobe when Kobe was a senior, and LeBron is the best player 

we've ever played 

against. LeBron is physi-

cally stronger than Kobe 

was as a senior, and 

we've never had anybody 

shoot better against us."

 Many feel the 

same way about the 

statement. Some say that 

Lebron is the best high 

school basketball player 

ever. He made First 

Team USA and Mr. Bas-

ketball in Ohio three 

consecutive years in a 

row, and then became a 

NBA starter right away 

right after he was drafted 

#1 overall to the Cava-

liers in the 2003 NBA draft, notably over college phenomenon Carmelo 

Anthony and Dwayne Wade who were older than the high school sensa-

tion. Kobe, however, was drafted 13th overall to the Hornets at the age 

of 17 (he needed his parents to sign his contract). He spent his first cou-

ple years coming off the bench for the Lakers after being traded for 

Center Vlade Divac shortly after the draft. But it’s not about how you 

start. It’s about how you finish.   

 

 In most of my interviews, those who didn't 

really watch basketball were in favor of LeBron 

because of his high flying, acrobatic moves but the 

people who seemed to know more about the game 

believed that Kobe was better because he has more 

experience, better fundamentals and better jump 

shots. Bryant is second with the most points scored 

by a player in a NBA game with an astounding 81 

points. He is behind Wilt Chamberlain who scored a 

100. Although they are both compared to the great 

Michael Jordan, both are either number one or number two on most peo-

ple's list. Both came to the NBA after high school, both have Olympic 

gold medals, both played on the NBA All-Star teams, both were MVPs. 

LeBron James is a talent that we may not see for some time because of 

his dominate style and his is clearly the better athleticism, but Kobe 

Bryant's jump shot and knowledge of the game makes him the better 

basketball player.  

 

 

ONE STOP MART & DELI 
831 Orange Street, New Haven 

(203) 773-9388 
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